French Madagascar  (18ss-1960)

A large island in the Indian Ocean off the southeast coast of Africa. During the 19th century, most of the island was united under
the Hova tribe, which was placed under French protection in 1885. In 1896, the native monarchy was abolished and Madagascar
became a French colony, at times administering French island possessions in the area. In 1958, Madagascar, renamed the
Malagasy Republic, became autonomous within the French Union. In 1960 it became fully independent.
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