Italian Somalia (1903-1941; 1950-1960)

An area on the eastern coast of Africa, bordering on the Indian Ocean and the Gulf of Aden. In 1905 the area was constituted as
the ltalian colony of Somaliland. In 1936, Somaliland was merged with Eritrea and Ethiopia to form Italian East Africa. In 1941, the
area was occupied by Great Britain, which held it until 1950, using overprinted British stamps. In 1950, the area was returned to
Italy, under a U.N. trusteeship. In 1960, the area became independent, merging with the former British Somaliland Protectorate to
form the Republic of Somalia.
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