Persia

(1870-1935)

Islamic republic in western Asia. Russia and Britain carved out spheres of influence in the 19th century and occupied portions of
the country in World War | and World War I1. In 1921, Riza Pahlavi, a military chief, led a coup and assumed virtual control of the
government, becoming shah in 1925. On April 1, 1979, the Ayatollah declared Iran an Islamic republic and immediately set about
creating a theocratic regime, reflecting staunchly conservative Islamic values.
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