Taiwan (Formosa)

Island off the coast of China, in the west Pacific Ocean. Taiwan was conquered by China in 1683 and remained a Chinese
province until 1895, when it was ceded to Japan. In December 1949, General Chiang Kai-shek withdrew the Nationalist Army to
Taiwan, after the communists had conquered the mainland of China. Political controls began to loosen after Chiang's death in

(1886-1895, 1945-)

1975. In recent years, Taiwan has become a democratic nation.
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