Cambodia (Kampuchea) (1951 -)

A constitutional monarchy in southeast Asia In 1863, a French protectorate was established over Cambodia. A constitutional
monarchy was established in 1941. In 1951, Cambodia became a separate member of the French Union, and in 1955, it became
fully independent. During the Vietnamese War, Cambodia attempted to maintain its independence and neutrality. In 1970, the
monarchy was deposed, and a pro-western republic was established. In 1971, the name Khmer Republic was adopted. During this
period (1977-78), Cambodia was renamed Democratic Kampuchea. During 1983-89 Vietnam effectively occupied Cambodia,
reducing the Khmer Rouge to guerilla resistance in remote rural areas. In 1993 U.N.-sponsored elections led to the restoration of
the monarchy.
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