North Vietnam (1954-1976)

A republic occupying the eastern half of Indo-China. The Democratic Republic of Vietnam was established in 1954, after the defeat
of French forces by the nationalist Vietminh. The North continued to support the communist Vietcong in the South against the
South Vietnamese regime, increasing its aid after 1959. In 1964, North Vietnamese troops began to fight in the South, bringing the
U.S. actively into the war. In early 1975, a renewed communist offensive brought about the rapid collapse of the South Vietnamese

regime, and a communist government was installed in the South. In 1976, the two countries were merged into the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam.
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