France (1849-)

During the second half of the 19th century, France built a far-flung overseas empire. France was defeated by Prussia and its allies
in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71 and lost the disputed provinces of Alsace and Lorraine to the new German state. During
1958-70, Gen. Charles de Gaulle's re-establishing France's greatness. De Gaulle disengaged France from its colonial
commitments, and during 1958-62, most of French Africa became independent.

Second Republic (1848 — 1852)
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