Germany (1872-)

State in central Europe. The German Confederation (1815-66) and North German Confederation (1867-71) paved the way for
unification. In 1870-71 brought the German states saw the creation of the German Empire with the Prussian king as emperor. The
kaiser abdicated in November 1918, and a republic was established. In April 1945, was divided into four zones of occupation,
administered by the United States, Great Britain, France and the Soviet Union. In 1949, the German Federal Republic was formed
from the three western zones, and the German Democratic Republic was created out of the Soviet zone. The German Federal
Republic became fully independent in 1955. With the fall of the East German communist regime in 1989 in 1990 the German
Federal Republic and the German Democratic Republic had again become one nation.
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