Latvia

(1918-1941, 1991-)

A republic on the Baltic and the Gulf of Riga. Latvia was ruled by Poland and Sweden until Russia occupied the territory in the 18th
century. During 1917-18, Latvia was occupied by Germany, and in 1918 it declared its independence from Russia. In June 1940,
Soviet forces seized the country, and in July it was absorbed into the Soviet Union. In July 1941, Germany occupied the country,
and many cities overprinted their stocks of Russian stamps for provisional use. During 1944-45, Soviet forces again occupied
Latvia, and ordinary Russian stamps were again placed into use. Latvia declared its independence on August 21, 1991.
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