Lithuania (1918-1940, 1990-)

A country of eastern Europe, northeast of Poland and south of Latvia. It remained under Russian control until World War |. In 1915,
the country was occupied by Germany, which supported its declaration of independence from Russia in 1918. In 1920, the border
district of Central Lithuania was lost to Poland, but this was somewhat offset by Lithuania's seizure of the German port of Memel
from the Allies in 1923. In June 1940, Lithuania was seized by Soviet forces and in July was annexed to the Soviet Union. In June
1941, German forces occupied the country, and a number of local overprints on Russian stamps were used, as well as general
overprints for Lithuania as a whole. In 1944, the Soviet Union reoccupied Lithuania. With the disintegration of the Soviet Union,
Lithuania was one of the first nations to declare its independence, on March 11, 1990.
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