Order of Malta (1966 -)

The Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem of Rhodes and of Malta, better known as the Sovereign Order of
Malta, has a two-fold nature. It is one of the most ancient Catholic Religious Orders, founded in Jerusalem in around 1048. At the
same time it has always been recognized by nations as an independent subject of international law.

It retains its claims of sovereignty under international law and has been granted permanent observer status at the United Nations.
SMOM is considered to be the main successor to the medieval Knights Hospitaller.
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